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THE MUSEUM AND ITS MEMBER- 
SHIP 

H'Ma^ , '--frgV? HERE are today 
2,282 Annual Mem- 
bers, 288 Sustaining 
Members, and 45 Fel- 
lowship Members of 
the Museum. If all 
of these members pay 
the dues of their re- 
spective classes, the Museum at the end of 
the year will have received from its mem- 
bership $34,520. This income will be used 
to defray the expenses of administration. 
With the receipts from the sale of hand- 
books and photographs, and from visitors 
on pay days, it forms the only income 
available for this purpose, except what is 
appropriated annually by the City, or 
given by or through the Trustees. It will 
be seen at once how vital to the Museum is 
the financial side of the question of mem- 
bership. 

The sum of $34,520 mentioned above 
represents a material decrease from the 
amount received from membership fees in 
1913. This result has come largely from the 
financial uncertainty that existed last year, 
but it is also due to the fact that at the 
beginning of the European War the Mu- 
seum, believing the time inopportune, 
dropped its usual canvass for new mem- 
bers. 

It has now become imperative that ef- 
forts be made to increase the income of the 
Museum, unless some work undertaken be 
given up, and to this end an active cam- 



paign will be carried on to increase the 
membership. The accompanying letter will 
be sent out this month. It is quoted here, 
following this explanation of the dependence 
of the Museum upon its membership, in the 
hope that those who are now members, 
understanding the Museum's need, will 
give their aid in securing new members. 
If each present member will nominate even 
one new member on the card inclosed in his 
Bulletin, a large increase will be assured. 

a letter sent to persons who are not 
members of the museum 

You are earnestly invited by the Trus- 
tees to become a member of The Met- 
ropolitan Museum of Art. 

The universal recognition today of the 
value of art for both the pleasure and the 
profit of the community is the warrant 
for this appeal. The Hon. Joseph H. 
Choate, in an address at the opening of 
the Museum in the Park in 1880, said: 
"But, now that art belongs to the peo- 
ple, and has become their best resource 
and most efficient educator, if it be 
within the real objects of government to 
promote the general welfare, to make 
education practical, to foster commerce, 
to instruct and encourage the trades, and 
to enable the industries of our people to 
keep pace with, instead of falling hope- 
lessly behind, those of other States and 
other Nations, then no expenditure 
could be more wise, more profitable, more 
truly republican." 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art was 
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incorporated April 13, 1870. In 1880, 
the building in Central Park, then first 
occupied, contained 36,500 square feet 
of exhibition space. In 191 5, it con- 
tains 260,800 square feet of space, an 
increase of 224,300 square feet in thirty- 
four years. In 1880, the Museum had 
no funds for the purchase of objects of 
art; today it is rich in collections. 

These figures show growth — growth of 
the collections of objects of art, through 
purchase and gift; growth of the work 
and of the responsibilities connected with 
the care and the display of these collec- 
tions; and growth of opportunities for 
the demonstration of them. 

Every year the work of the Museum 
increases in usefulness. Last year it 
reached more school children, more 
students of Art and History, more de- 
signers, more manufacturers than ever 
before. It is accomplishing its high 
function as an educator and giver of 
pleasure to the community. An en- 
largement of the membership would 
help to further this important develop- 
ment. 

It costs nearly twelve times as much to 
administer the Museum today as it did 
in 1880. The funds for the payment of 
the expenses of administration, however, 
have not increased in proportion to the 
growth of the collections, and of the 
opportunities for usefulness. The City 
has given the Museum $200,000 annu- 
ally for running expenses, and the 
amount received from membership fees, 
sale of photographs, handbooks, etc., is 
applied to this purpose; but for some 
years the total sum received from these 
sources has fallen more than $100,000 
short of the yearly needs of the Museum. 
A large endowment for administration is 
urgently needed. 

An enlargement of the membership 
would help toward the payment of the 
running expenses, and so we solicit your 
aid in securing this increase by asking 
you to join the Museum. 
Robert W. De Forest, President. 
Joseph H. Choate, First Vice-President. 
Henry Walters, Second Vice-President. 



LECTURES, 191 5-16 

For Members of the Museum. Six illus- 
trated lectures on The Italian Painters 
as Decorators. Miss Edith R. Abbot, 
Museum Instructor. Class Room. Fri- 
days, 1 1 a. m., beginning January 7th. 

For Children of Members. Four illus- 
trated lectures. The Museum Instruc- 
tors. Lecture Hall. The following 
Saturday mornings — January 8, 22, 
February 5, 19 — 11 a. m. 

For Teachers, and for others on request. 
Six illustrated lectures on Italian Paint- 
ing and Sculpture of the Renaissance. 
Miss Edith R. Abbot, Museum Instruc- 
tor. Class Room. Wednesdays, 4 p. m., 
beginning October 1 3th. For further de- 
tails see p. 220. 

For Teachers, and for others on request. 
Five illustrated lectures on The Painting 
of the Northern Schools. Miss Edith 
R. Abbot, Museum Instructor. Class 
Room. Tuesdays, 4:15 p. m., beginning 
March 14th. 

For Students in Art Schools of New York 
City. Five lectures. Cecilia Beaux, Wil- 
liam M. Chase, Robert Henri, Bryson 
Burroughs, and Philip Hale. Museum 
Galleries. Saturdays in January and 
February, 8 p. m. Tickets will be re- 
quired, and may be secured for single 
lectures or for the course, before Dec- 
ember 10th, on application at the office 
of the art school attended. 

For Salespeople, Buyers, and Designers. 
Four illustrated lectures. Lecture Hall. 
Saturdays in February, 8 p. m. 

For the Blind. Two lectures illustrated 
with objects from the collections which 
may be handled. Class Room. Sat- 
urdays, 8 p. m., Arpil 15th and 29th. 

For the Deaf. Two illustrated lectures. 
Miss Jane B. Walker. Class Room. 
Thursdays, December 2nd and Febru- 
ary 3rd, at 4 p. m. 

For Students of History in the City High 
Schools. Mrs. Agnes L. Vaughan, Gisela 
M. A. Richter, Stella Rubinstein, Chris- 
tian Gauss, and Frank J. Mather, Jr. 
Lecture Hall. Wednesdays, 4 p. m., 
beginning December 1st. 



206 



